
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPAIITaqZNT OF REGULATION AND LICEPJS I N G  

VETERINARY E X A M I N I N G  BOARD 

I n  t h e  Mat te r  of  t h e  License of 

R. C. Smith,  D.V.14. 

To P r a c t i c e  Vete r inary  Medicine 
i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin 

FIXDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF 
LAW AND ORDER 

The complaint  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Board on August 18, 1977, 

a l l e g e d  t h a t  respondent engaged i n  .decept ion by c e r t i f y i n g  

t h a t  he vacc ina t ed  c e r t a i n  c a l v e s  which had a c t u a l l v  been 

vacc ina t ed  by r e sponden t ' s  employee, and t h a t  such decept ion  

c o n s t i t u t e d  p r o h i b i t e d  unpro fe s s iona l  conduct ,  a l l  c o n t r a r y  

t o  s e c s ,  VE 3 .01 ( 6 )  ( a )  and 3.02 ( 2 )  , W i s .  Adm, Code. 

On t h e  same d a t e ,  a  n o t i c e  of hea r inq  and o r d e r  f o r  

answer i s s u e d  and were s e rved ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  complaint ,  

schedul ing  t h e  hea r inq  f o r  September 2 1 ,  1977. Respondent 

f i l e d  an answer on September 2 ,  1947, s e t t i n g  f o r t h  c e r t a i n  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  by way of m i t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  denying t h e  

charges ,  On September 1 5 ,  1974, a  p r e h e a r i n g  conference was 

he ld  where it was s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  respondent  admi t ted  each 

a l l e g a t i o n  of  t h e  complaint  and t h a t  respondent  would be  

allowed t o  p r e s e n t  evidence i n  m i t i g a t i o n  of t h e  charges  a t  

t he  hear ing .  



The hea r ing  was he ld  on t h e  scheduled d a t e  w i t h  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  aTpearances: John C, Ternby, s t a f f  a t t o r n e y  f o r  

t h e  Department of Regulat ion and Licensing,  f o r  complainant;  

respondent  D r .  R. C .  Smith,  i n  person and wi thout  counse l ;  

members o f  the  Board were a l s o  p r e s e n t .  Attorney Kei th  R. 

C l i f f o r d  ac t ed  as  t h e  Board ' s  au thor ized  Hearing Examiner. 

Based upon a l l  t he  evidence rece ived  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  

t h e  Ve te r ina ry  Examining Board ( h e r e i n a f t e r  Board) makes 

t h e  fo l lowing  : 

FINDINGS O F  FACT 

1. Respondent i s  a  v e t e r i n a r i a - n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  

v e t e r i n a r y  medicine i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin under a  l i c e n s e  

g r a n t e d  by t h e  Board, 

2 .  Respondent a t  v a r i o u s  t imes c e r t i f i e d  on c e r t a i n  

Wisconsin Department of A g r i c u l t u r e  O f f i c i a l  Calfhood Vac- 

c i n a t i o n  Reports  t h a t  he had p r o p e r l y  vacc ina t ed ,  i d e n t i f i e d  

and tatooed. ca lves  a s  fo l lows :  On A p r i l  5 ,  1976, 1 4  c a l v e s  

owned by one L e s t e r  Paske;  on A p r i l  19 ,  1976, 2 9  c a l v e s  owned 

by one F ranc i s  Kohl, l c a l f  owned by one Raymond Paske ,  and 

8 c a l v e s  owned by one A r l i e  Schne ider ;  and on March 1 7 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  

21 c a l v e s  owned by one Ronald Ramsey, 

3 .  I n  each o f  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  v a c c i n a t i o n s  w e r e  

n o t  adminis tered by respondent  but i n s t e a d  were performed by 

one Donald. Maass, an i n d i v i d u a l  employed a s  an animal 

t e c h n i c i a n  by respondent  s i n c e  1969,  



4 ,  Respondent began a l lowing %re Maass t o  v a c c i n a t e  

c a l v e s  i n  1975  a f t e r  t he  f e d e r a l  government ceased paying 

f o r  t h e  vacc ina t ion  of c a l v e s  and f u r n i s h i n g  vaccine f o r  c a l v e s .  

5 .  Respondent ' s purpose i n  a l lowing vacc ina t ion  by Maass 

was t o  dec rease  t h e  c o s t s  and i n c r e a s e  the  e f f i c i e n c y  of  h i s  

v e t e r i n a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  h i s  c l i e n t s .  

6 .  Respondent t augh t  M r .  Xaass how t o  v a c c i n a t e  c a l v e s  

and supe rv i sed  M r .  Maass' v a c c i n a t i o n s .  

7 .  A t  t h e  t ime respondent  allowed M r .  Maass t o  v a c c i n a t e  

c a l v e s  and when he executed t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  i s s u e ,  he 

d i d  n o t  know t h a t  animal t e c h n i c i a n s  were n o t  au tho r i zed  t o  

v a c c i n a t e  c a l v e s  and,  s i n c e  becoming aware of t h a t  f a c t ,  he has  

n o t  allowed animal t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  h i s  employ t o  v a c c i n a t e ,  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW 

1, Respondent i s  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  as  de f ined  i n  ch.  453 ,  

W i s ,  S t a t s . ,  and a  l i c e n s e e  a s  de f ined  i n  ch.  VE 1, W i s .  

Adm. Code, 

2 .  Respondent, by c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  he had p r o p e r l y  

vacc ina t ed ,  i d e n t i f i e d  and t a tooed  t h e  c a l v e s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  

engaged i n  decep t ion  c o n t r a r y  t o  s e c e  VE 3 - 0 1  ( 6 )  ( a ) ,  Xis. 

Adm. Code. 

3 ,  Respondent k decept ion  c o n s t i t u t e d  p r o h i b i t e d  unpro- 

f e s s i o n a l  conduct by a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  c o n t r a r y  t o  see .  VE 3.02 ( 2 )  , 

W i s ,  Adm, Code. 



ORDER 

The V e t e r i n a r y  Examining Board hereby o r d e r s :  

1. Tha t  t h e  l i c e n s e  o f  R. C. Smith ,  D.V.M.,  t o  p r a c t i c e  

v e t e r i n a r y  medic ine  be and he reby  i s  suspended f o r  seven d a y s ,  

s p e c i f i c a l 1 y  t h e  p e r i o d  January  1 5 ,  1978,  t h r u  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1978. 

2 .  Tha t  p r i o r  t o  January  1 5 ,  1978,  R. C. Smith ,  D . V . M . ,  

s u r r e n d e r  h i s  l i c e n s e  t o  t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  Examining Board a t  

Room 2 9 0 ,  1 4 0 0  E a s t  Washington Avenue, Madison,   is cons in 5 3 7 0 2 ,  

t o  b e  h e l d  by t h e  Board f o r  t he  p e r i o d  of s u s p e n s i o n .  

-7% 
Dated t h i s  gfl - day o f  December, 1 9 7 7 .  

B y  t h e  Board: 

Flax E .  B a r t h ,  Chairman 
V e t e r i n a r y  Examining Board 


