STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE VETERINARY EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
BENJAMIN L. BLANDIN, D.V.M,,

RESPONDENT.
Order 0005000

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Case No. 16 VIET 007

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the
Stipulation, incorporated herein, as the final disposition of this matter.

Accordingly, the Wisconsin Veterinary Examining Board (the Board)
adopts the Stipulation and makes the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
and Order.

PARTIES

1. The Board is created and attached to the Wisconsin Department
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 15.135(5).

2. Dr. Benjamin L. Blandin, D.VM. (dob July 11, 1985)
(Respondent), is licensed in the State of Wisconsin to practice veterinary medicine,
having license number 6924-50, first issued on October 16, 2012, and current through
December 14, 2017.

3. The Respondent’s most recent address on file with the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (the Department) is
N30W23747 Green Road — Apartment 1, Pewaukee, Wisconsin 53072.

FINDINGS OF FACT

4. On July 31, 2013, the Board entered Final Decision and Order
0002546 regarding Respondent (“the July 31, 2013, Order”). According to the July 31,
2013, Order:

a. Between February of 2013 and March of 2013,
Respondent  diverted  controlled substances  including
hydromorphone and morphine from the daily use drug supply
stock of the veterinary clinic in which he was employed.



b. On multiple occasions, Respondent tampered
with the veterinary clinic’s injectable hydromorphone, and
morphine daily use drug supply stock by removing 1 mlor 1.5 ml
from the 20 ml vials of these controlled substances and replacing
the amount that he removed with water.

c. Respondent, by diluting the controlled
substances with water, some of which may have been used in
anesthesia and may have created an unacceptable risk of injury
or death to his patients. Respondent therefore failed to apply
professional principles and skills.

d. Respondent has been cooperative with the
Board’s investigation and has expressed compassion for the
animals at 1ssue.

e. Respondent neither admits nor denies the
allegations. In resolution of this matter, Respondent consents to
the entry of the following Conclusions of Law and Order.

5. The July 31, 2013, Order suspended Respondent’s license to
practice veterinary medicine for a period of three months and limited Respondent’s
license for a period of at least two years.

6. Respondent requested the limitations on his license be lifted and
on November 4, 2015, the Board issued Order 0002546 returning Respondent’s
license to full, unrestricted status.

7. At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was working
as a veterinarian for Advanced Animal Hospital Group, a four-clinic group of
veterinary hospitals in the Milwaukee area.

8. On February 22, 2016, the Board received a report from
Respondent’s employer that Respondent was diverting controlled substances
intended for veterinary use for personal misuse.

9. Between February 2015 and February 2016, Respondent diverted
tramadol, an opioid pain medication, from his employer’s inventory for his personal
misuse. Respondent also ingested tramadol prescribed to his dog.

10.  Respondent has admitted to the conduct set forth above.

11.  In resolution of this matter, Respondent consents to the entry of
the following Conclusions of Law and Order.



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

12.  The Board has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to Wis. Stat.
§ 89.07(2).

13.  The Board has authority to assess costs of the proceeding
pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 89.0715(2).

14. The Board is authorized to enter into the Stipulation pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

15.  Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 961.20(4)(e), tramadol is a schedule IV
controlled substance for which, under the circumstance at issue, a prescription 1is
required pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 961.38(3).

16. By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent
engaged in unprofessional conduct by violating a state statute which substantially
relates to the practice of veterinary medicine. See Wis. Stat. § 89.07(1)(b).

17. By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent
engaged in unprofessional conduct by practicing veterinary medicine while his
ability to practice was impaired by alcohol or other drugs. See Wis. Stat. § 89.07(1)(c).

18. By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent

engaged in unprofessional conduct by the personal misuse of a drug listed in Wis.
Stat. ch. 961. See Wis. Admin. Code § VE 7.06(8).

19.  As a result of the above violations, Respondent, is subject to
discipline pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 89.07(2) and Wis. Admin. Code § VE 7.07.

ORDER
20. The Stipulation is accepted.

21. Respondent’s license to practice veterinary medicine issued by the
State of Wisconsin to Benjamin L. Blandin, D.V.M. (license number 6924-50) is
suspended for an indefinite period and Respondent shall deliver all indicia of
Respondent’s license to practice medicine in the state of Wisconsin to the Board.

29. Respondent shall pay costs of the proceeding in the amount of
$415.48.

23.  Respondent shall mail or physically deliver the payment of costs
(payable to the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer



Protection) and all indicia of Respondent’s license to practice medicine in the state of
Wisconsin to the Board within 14 days of the effective date of this Order.

24. The payment of costs and all indicia of Respondent’s license to
practice medicine in the state of Wisconsin shall be delivered to the following address:

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Office of Legal Counsel
2811 Agriculture Drive
P.O. Box 8911
Madison, WI 53708-8911

25. Respondent may petition the Board for a stay of suspension
following twenty-four (24) months of sobriety. Respondent’s sobriety shall be
demonstrated to the Board as follows:

a. Respondent shall abstain from all personal
use of alcohol and controlled substances as defined in Wis. Stat. §
961.01(4), except when prescribed, dispensed or administered by
a practitioner for a legitimate medical condition. Respondent
shall disclose Respondent's drug and alcohol history and the
existence and nature of this Order to the practitioner prior to the
practitioner ordering the controlled substance. Respondent shall
at the time the controlled substance is ordered immediately sign
a release in compliance with state and federal laws authorizing
the practitioner to discuss Respondent’s treatment with, and
provide copies of treatment records to the Board or its designee.
Copies of these releases shall immediately be filed with the
Department Office of Legal Counsel.

b. Respondent shall abstain from the use of all
over-the counter medications and other substances which may
mask consumption of controlled substances or of alcohol, create
false positive screening results, or interfere with Respondent's
treatment and rehabilitation. It is Respondent’s responsibility to
educate himself about the medications and substances which may
violate this paragraph, and to avoid those medications and
substances.

c. Respondent shall, at his own expense,
participate in a drug and alcohol monitoring program approved
by the Board or its designee. The monitoring program shall
include daily contact with the program including vacations,
weekends, and holidays and production of a urine, blood, sweat,
fingernail, hair, saliva or other specimen at a collection site
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designated by the program within five (5) hours of notification of
a test. The program shall require the testing of specimens at a
frequency not less than forty-nine (49) times per year. Test
screens shall include tramadol and benzodiazepines. The Board
or its designee has the authority to adjust the frequency of
testing. The program shall submit information and reports to the
Department Office of Legal Counsel.

d. Respondent shall attend Narcotics
Anonymous and/or Alcoholics Anonymous meetings or an
equivalent program for recovering professionals no less than
twice per week. The Board or its designee has the authority to
adjust the frequency of meeting attendance. Attendance of
Respondent at such meetings shall be verified and reported
quarterly to the Department Office of Legal Counsel.

26. If the Board, in its discretion, stays Respondent’s license
suspension after a period of not less than twenty-four (24) months, for a period of not
less than 36 (thirty-six) months, the following practice limitations shall apply:

a. Respondent shall maintain his sobriety and
continue the programs described in paragraphs 25.a-d of this
Order.

b. Respondent, while practicing as a

veterinarian, shall not have access to controlled substances
without direct supervision. The identity of the supervisor must be
documented in the patient health care record. This limitation
shall remain in effect unless or until Respondent satisfies the
Board or its designee that he can safely and reliably practice with
controlled substances. If the Board grants access to controlled
substances, the Board may impose whatever limitations it deems
reasonable.

c. Respondent shall practice only under the
direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian or other licensed
health care professional approved by the Board or its designee.
The supervising veterinarian shall submit written and thorough
quarterly reports summarizing Respondent’s compliance with
Board rules, quality of documentation and prescribing practices,



if any. It is Respondent’s responsibility to ensure the quarterly
reports are submitted when due.

d. Respondent shall practice only in a work
setting pre-approved by the Board or its designee.

e. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Final
Decision and Order and all other subsequent orders immediately
to supervisory personnel at all settings where Respondent works
as a veterinarian, currently or in the future.

f. It is Respondent’s responsibility to arrange
for written reports from supervisors to be provided to the
Department on a quarterly basis. These reports shall assess
Respondent’s work performance, and shall include the number of
hours of active veterinarian medicine practice worked during that
quarter. If a report indicates poor performance, the Board may
institute appropriate corrective limitations, or may revoke a stay
of the suspension, in its discretion.

g. Respondent shall report to the Board any
change of employment status, residence, address or telephone
number within five (5) days of the date of a change.

h. Respondent shall not engage n
unprofessional conduct during the pendency of this Order.

27. The Board or its designee may reinstate the suspension without
hearing, if provided with sufficient information that it is appropriate for the
suspension to be reinstated. Whether to reinstate the suspension shall be wholly in
the discretion of the Board or its designee.

28. Respondent shall be responsible for sll costs and expenses
incurred in conjunction with the monitoring, screening, supervision and any other
expenses associated with compliance with the terms of this Order. Being dropped
from a program for non-payment is a violation of this Order.

29.  Respondent may petition the Board for a termination of the terms
of this Order five (5) years after the entry of this Order. No petition for termination
shall be considered without a showing of continuous, successful compliance with the
terms of this Order for at least five (5) years.



30.  This Order is effective on the date of its signing.

FOR WISCONSIN VETERINARY EXAMINING BOARD:

W T W W N Yaz/le
U Date

Print name: P.C. oINS ON 5 D.V. M.,

A Member of the Board




STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE VETERINARY EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST
STIPULATION
BENJAMIN L. BLANDIN, D.V.M,,
Order 0005000

RESPONDENT.

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Case No. 16 VET 007

Dr. Benjamin L. Blandin, D.V.M. (Respondent) and the Wisconsin
Veterinary Examining Board (the Board) stipulate as follows:

1. This Stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending
investigation by the Board. Respondent consents to the resolution of this
investigation by Stipulation.

2. Respondent understands that by signing this Stipulation,
Respondent voluntarily and knowingly waives the following rights:

. The right to a hearing on the allegations against
Respondent, at which time the Board has the burden of proving those
allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

. The right to confront and cross-examine the
witnesses against Respondent;

. The right to call witnesses on Respondent’s behalf
and to compel their attendance by subpoena;

. The right to testify on Respondent’s own behalf;

. The right to file objections to any proposed decision
and to present briefs or oral arguments to the officials who are to render
the final decision;

. The right to petition for rehearing; and

. All other applicable rights afforded to Respondent
under the United States Constitution, the Wisconsin Constitution, the
Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and other
provisions of state or federal law.

3. Respondent is represented by Attorney Tamara B. Packard.



4. Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision
and Order by the Board. The parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the
Final Decision and Order, incorporated herein, without further notice, pleading,
appearance or consent of the parties. Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of
the Board’s order, if adopted in the proposed form.

5. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the Board,
the parties shall not be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall
then be returned to the Board for further proceedings. In the event that the
Stipulation is not accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that the
Board has been prejudiced or biased in any manner by the consideration of this
attempted resolution.

6. The parties to this Stipulation agree that the attorney or other
employee of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection and any member of the Board assigned as the case advisor in this
investigation may appear before the Board in open or closed session, without the
presence of Respondent, for purposes of speaking in support of this agreement and
answering questions that any member of the Board may have in connection with
deliberations on the Stipulation. Additionally, the case advisor may, as a member of
the Board, vote on whether the Board should accept this Stipulation and issue the
Final Decision and Order.

7. Respondent is informed that should the Board adopt this
Stipulation, the Board's Final Decision and Order is a public record and will be
available to the public.

WZ ) -26 - 14"
Dr. Behjamin L. Blandin, D.V.M. Date

N30W23747 Green Road — Apartment 1
Pewaukee, WL 53072
License no. ,8924-50 /)

v/ F //? ’/" 7/ ’ ;
70 oo /] g /32 )i
Tamara B. Packard, Attorney for Respondent Date
Cullen Weston Pines & Bach, LLP

122 West Washington Avenue — Suite 900
Madison, WI 53703-2718

FOR WISCONSIN VETERINARY EXAMINING BOARD:

by: 7OC F\(TLM\ Qum 4/37//&

Date

Print name: _P.C. JOHNSeN D VoML
A Member of the Board




